Introduction
Modern Private International Law (PIL) distinguishes the Dutch theory of statutes mostly known as "the concept of comity". The main apologists of this theory are Ulrich Huber, Paul and John Voet. However, the majority of scholars writing in the 19th century, mention not the Dutch, but the Belgian-Dutch theory of the conflict of law. 3 This specification appears to be correct, because "the classic Dutch doctrine" was finally formed only in the second half of the 17th century. The Dutch doctrine was formed on the basis of the theory of Belgian realism that appeared at the end of the 16th century within the framework of the theory of statutes 4 -the only PIL doctrine that has existed for 500 years. It is certainly important to keep in mind that "Belgian-Dutch" is a very relative term, because we cannot speak of either Belgium or Dutch, while speaking about the 16th century, despite of the Dutch can be spoken of as one of the provinces of the Netherlands. broaching the subject of conflicts of legal customs; both theses "were a great success and included many provisions about the conflicts of laws". 9 The junior contemporary of Everhard-Pieter Peck-"has been praising him up to the skies and referring to this wise expert in common matrimonial property questions".
10
Topica considers conflicts of legal customs in matrimonial property, while
Consilia considers conflicts of legal customs in wills, transactions (the code of legislative rules) and inheritance. Everhard's solutions to conflict issues are not innovative but they give us a clear understanding of the formation of the Dutch theory of statutes in the late 15th-early 16th centuries.
11
Primarily Everhard was a practical man and viewed choice in legal issues in a practical manner. According to Laine, Everhard's points of view were inspired by 6 Nicolas Everhard had 6 children -2 daughters and 4 sons, "utterly erudite people". His second son, Nicolas Everhard Jr., was a doctor of Law and the chairman of the Great Council of the Netherlands at Mechelen (Grand Conseil de Malines). Everhard's youngest son was a famous Latin poet Johann Secundus. He devoted his first book (1529) to his father. 7 Any proprietary rights always correspond to the law of their location (lex loci rei), notwithstanding the fact that it is a matter of the manifestation of laws on separate entities that exist in different territories or the whole set of proprietary rights of a person-the origin of this right.
6
While considering problems of inheritance, Evehard states that the form of a will is governed by the law of the territory where this will was drawn up. In this sense his position reflects Italian doctrine. However, he adheres strictly to the territorial rule, because any statute is primarily made to protect the interests of heirs and keep property in the family. This is, for example, the reason for the promulgation of a law that prohibits a married couple from leaving their property to each other. 14 If the main subject of the statute is real estate, that is quite enough to make its action strictly territorial and spread it on all people who are on the territory of this or that province.
Everhard examined the choice of the legal regulation of contractual obligations more elaborately. It is no wonder considering that interprovincial relations and international trade relations were issues of importance for the Netherlands of the 16th century. As the majority of his predecessors (Paul de Castro and Rochus Curtius) he assumes that any contract is governed by lex loci celebrati contractus. 15 The place of the contract he sees in two hypostasizes: the place where the contract is concluded (locus conclusionis) and the place where the contract is performed (locus solutionis). The application of the law of the place of conclusion is a general rule; however the law of the place of performance is the most practically competent. The envisaged consequences of a contract are governed by the place of conclusion; while unforeseen consequences are regulated by the law of the place of performance. If the place of performance of the contract is stated in the latter, lex loci solutionis will always be the most preferable over lex loci celebrati contractus in cases of any delinquency or culpable non-performance.
Analysing conflicts of laws in contractual relations, Everhard uses the method that shows how deeply Bartolists influenced him. It is in these matters Everhard continuously resorts to distinctions and divisions. His discourse on enforcement of the law of the place of performance is based on the following distinction: the 7 phrase lex loci solutionis may be understood ambiguously-by impassive statement of where the contract must be performed or by the statement of the practical performance of contract in accordance with the aim of the parties.
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Everhard conclusively favours the law of the place of effective performance, especially for unforeseen consequences.
In the majority of cases Everhard defines the place of effective performance as the place of payment. The law of the place of the payment shall apply for the payment of interest. A debtor, who neglected to perform his obligations, is automatically responsible according to the law of the place where his debt is supposed to be paid.
That "special place of payment" and "interest" exist there only because "interest is had begun to position the formal statute as an independent one, constituting the third group of the statutes. Sande was sure that a legal act which must be observed at the place of its formation shall extend its effect abroad.
In terms of solving conflicts over movables Sande adheres to the "ancient"
concept-movable property is a subject of the personal law of its owners (mobilia Frisian spouses move from one province to another, the property, which can then go to one of them, will not be their common property, and will remain the separate property (as requires the custom of Friesland). The property, which was the common property before the move, retains the legal status that it originally had as the personal law of spouses. 33 The same goes to succession: if the property is located in various parts of the country, movables will be governed by the law of the domicile of a testator.
There are two basic principles in inheritance: the hereditary regime of property is determined by the law of the location of the property; the ability to inherit is 
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determined by the law of the last place of residence. At that time these two principles of succession law were strongly endorsed by the Northern Netherlands and were proved in scientific studies of Dutch authors of the time. 34 These connecting factors are common to both inheritance by will and intestate succession.
The figure of Joannes à Sande finishes the theory of Belgian realism and marks a move to the classical Dutch "comity" doctrine. Sande departs from the Belgian extreme realism and allows extraterritoriality-the application of foreign law at the home territory and the extension of personal law abroad. However, the strict real character of all legal customs collides with the personal statute and the extent of its effect abroad. It is necessary to explain why the legislator forbids extraterritoriality of the personal statute and allows the use of foreign law within its jurisdiction.
Neither Sande nor his predecessors-the representatives of the Belgian realismformulated this explanation. It was developed by their followers, the Dutch scholars of the second half of the 17th century Ulrich Huber, Paul and John Voet.
Conclusion
Belgian and Dutch lawyers accepted the first representation of the resolving conflicts of laws from Italy and France. In 13th-14th centuries many students from the Dutch lands were trained in French and Italian universities. They brought to their homeland the "appendix" of Roman Law-the theory of statutes. In 1425, the first National University was founded in Louvain, and the theory of statutes was taught there and in Bologna, Padua and Toulouse. Since then, the Belgian-Dutch authors started developing this theory.
Based on the idea of the universality of Roman law, Belgian-Dutch lawyers initially recognized the extraterritorial effects of personal statutes. Moreover, they
showed a tendency to personalize all statutes. Jacob de Cort, a lawyer from Bruges, 14 at the end of the 16th century wrote that "the statute of the house of the deceased" manages the entire inheritance, even if the property is located elsewhere. In this regard, the literature mentions a "special Flemish theory-the citadel of the personalization of the law" 35 . This connecting factor to the law of the last domicile for the entire hereditary property was a unique element of urban law functioning in the specific field of the "Flemish community".
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However, in the Middle Ages, the mentality of the Dutch provinces had a dual character. Industry, trade and statutory legislation developed, which made it necessary to develop special rules to resolve conflicts between different customs.
Politically, the Netherlands was a province of a bigger state under the authority of absent foreign princes. 37 that the interpretation of the Perpetual Edict, given by the Senate of Milan, was wrong and solicited its "authentic interpretation". The 1634 Edict stated: "The provisions of article 13 cannot anyhow be attributed to the order that is applicable to the formation of will, constitutes full proof of its validity and is intended to preserve the true will of a testator; it extend its effect solely to notary actions, clarifies the matter of testamentary disposition, since without the first the latter is impossible". 46 The order applicable to the formation of wills meant the age requirements of a testator and the elements of the will. The form of the will must comply with legal customs of the place where it was drawn up or the requirements of the Edict itself; the will of a testator in the matter of issues of ownership and disposal of foreign real estate could have been legalized in Belgium in the form prescribed by the local law.
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In fact, the 1634 Edict summarized the doctrine of Belgian realism, which can be reduced to the following postulates:
 the statutes are divided into two classes-personal and real;
 statutes are valid only on the territory of the legislator which published them; these statutes are mandatory on this territory for both nationals and foreigners;
 personal statutes determine the status of a person without prejudice to property;
 personal statutes relating exclusively to non-property rights can follow a person abroad;
 movables are attached to a person and follows his statute;
 the real character belongs to all statutes which in one way or another relate to property (and property here means only real estate);
 real statutes are absolute imperatives on their territory, they determine the fate of any property situated there, even if it belongs to foreigners;  the form of legal acts is governed by the law of the place of its commitment. 
